“Pulling Yourself Up
by your Bootstraps!”

The Futility of Self Effort!!
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Nehemiah 13:19-31

YWhen evening shadows fell on the gates of Jerusalem before
the Sabbath, | ordered the doors to be shut and not opened until
the Sabbath was over. | stationed some of my own men at the
gates so that no load could be brought in on the Sabbath

day. ?° Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all kinds of
goods spent the night outside Jerusalem. %! But | warned them
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on the Sabbath. 2 Then | commanded the Levites to purify
themselves and go and guard the gates in order to keep the
Sabbath day holy.

Remember me for this also, my God, and show mercy to me
according to your great love.
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23 Moreover, in those days | saw men of Judah who had

married women from Ashdod, Ammon and Moab. %4 Half of their
children spoke the language of Ashdod or the language of one of
the other peoples, and did not know how to speak the language of
Judah. | rebuked them and called curses down on them. | beat
some of the men and pulled out their hair. | made them take an
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marriages like these that Solomon king of Israel sinned? Among
the many nations there was no king like him. He was loved by his
God, and God made him king over all Israel, but even he was led
Into sin by foreign women.



